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fflment of that pledge. That was the origin of the constructive
work which is being carried on in Bardoli It is not that all this has
been achieved smoothly, without any hindrance. What kind of
difficulties the volunteers have had to face and how Bhai Nara-
han' had to undertake a fast are part of history. I do not want
to go mto it today. ^o one can be compiacent as long as this
pledge remains unfulfilled
Although you have assembled here to celebrate a festival,
utilize the occasion for se]f.examination so that you may not
forget your duties. Volunteers should celebrate festivals only
m this manner. The victory is only a drop in the ocean. Where
there is such leadership and where there are such disciplined
volunteers, I do not consider this victory a difficult achievement.
We did not wish to seize power from the Government. We only
wanted a particular injustice to be redressed. In such circum-
stances, I beheye that in no otber way is justice as easily secured
as by satyagraha.
The country need not have been amazed at the outcome of
the struggle.   If none the less it was, there is an explanation for it.
Our faith m satyagraha had been shaken.   India did not have
before now such an overpowering example of success.    It is true
that there were the instances of Borsad and Nagpur.   I have not
stated it anywhere eke, but I believe that the victory at Nag-
pur, too, was complete.   Fortunately or unfortunately, we did not
then have anyone like the representative of The Times of India to
publicize our struggle,   j^ vilification has made Bardoli famous
not only in India, but in the whole world.   Otherwise we have
done nothing great.   \ve would be said to have done something
great when we make good the unfulfilled pledge of 1921.   It is
Bardoli's  responsibility  ^  do so<   i was about to say ^ ^
blot on Bardoli would be removed only when we fulfil our pledge,
but I restrained myself.    We cannot call it a blot because what
we could not achieve in Bardoli has not been achieved elsewhere
either.   But whether yOu describe the work as a responsibility to
be undertaken or a blot to be removed, it still remains to be
done.   This struggle would be helpful in accomplishing that and
that is why I have welcomed it.
How fortunate are \ve that we got an opportunity for such a
struggle in Bardoli itself and that we succeeded completely in it I
We got all we had asked for. We could have demanded the
> Narahari Parikh; he fasted because the people of a village under his
charge refused to make anaends for their f^d behaviour towards the Dublas.